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Chapter 1
Introduction

Technology has changed the way that we do many things, including taking pictures. Many of us can remember when the Polaroid cameras came out. It was really exciting to snap the shot, wait a few seconds for it to come out of the camera, and then fan it for a few seconds to see the image.

If you are still using an old Polaroid or you are using a 35 mm camera with rolls of film it is time to upgrade. Digital cameras allow you to take amazing looking photos. They also allow you to view them instantly on the screen of your camera. It is amazing how clear they can appear.

The best part is you have so many settings for a digital camera. You can take great photos during the day or the night. You can take pictures of images that are standing still or when there is motion such as for a sporting event. If you enjoy taking photos then you certainly need equipment that allows you to take really great ones.

Or you may already be using a digital point and shoot camera and want to upgrade to a digital SLR type of camera, but don’t know how to choose the one you want. If so, you have chosen the right book.
What is so intriguing about digital cameras is that most of the models are very small. They are compact so you can put them in your back pocket, in your shirt, or in your purse. You don’t have to carry around a bulky camera anymore or one that weighs a ton. Don’t let the small size fool you though as these cameras certainly have plenty to offer. 

What may be overwhelming to you though is the vast selection of them out there on the market. There are plenty of brands and each brand has several modes. When you start to look around you may have no idea at all what you should invest in. I am going to eliminate that problem for you. 

By the time you get done reading the materials here you will have a good idea of what your options are. Keep in mind that with digital cameras, the value is something you have to determine for yourself. 

It doesn’t make sense to pay a fortune for a digital camera that you will just leave lying around to collect dust. You need to balance what you spend on it with what you plan to do with it. 

You also want a digital camera that is simplistic in terms of how you use it. The idea of being able to take great photos, to change settings, to store images, to upload your photos, and more is exciting. Yet the reality of it is that not all digital cameras make those processes easy enough to follow.

As you explore the ins and outs of digital cameras, you will soon have the answers you are looking for. You have to take your own needs for the camera, your own level of expertise when it comes to taking photos, and your budget into consideration. 

One thing is for certain though, upgrading to a digital camera is going to simplify things for you. It is also going to help you to preserve those precious memories! 
Chapter 2

Which Type of Digital Camera

Do You Need?

Evaluating what type of digital camera you need is very important. There are two types you can consider:

Point and Shoot

SLR

Let’s cover the pros and cons of each of them so you can get a good idea of what they have to offer. There is really no right or wrong answer in terms of which one you purchase. However, it is important that you get the type of digital camera that will work the best for your particular needs. 
Point and Shoot
A point and shoot digital camera is compact and it is used to take basic types of photos. This doesn’t mean you are limited in any way though. For example, you can use a point and shoot digital camera to take moving images, to take still images, you can use it during the day or the night, and you will have a variety of settings you can use. 

Most point and shoot digital cameras now have an automated setting too. This means if you don’t really know what setting to use, you can put it on that one and the camera will figure it out for you. Many consumers that own such digital cameras choose to just leave it on that setting all the time.

Point and shoot digital cameras usually have a built in flash as well. You won’t have to turn it on for use. Instead, it will be ready to go and it will be activated automatically if it is needed. 

This is one of the features of such digital cameras that many people are impressed with. They don’t want to learn the ins and outs of photography to take great pictures. 
While point and shoot digital cameras have more than one lens, it isn’t something to be concerned about. That is because most of them offer the auto focus feature. You can simply point this type of camera at your objects and take the shot. That is where the name for this type of digital camera comes from. This is the most common type of digital camera on the market. 

SLR

SLR stands for Single Lens Reflex, which means that it only has one lens. If your goal is to take photos and videos that are professional in quality, then this is the type of digital camera you need to be shopping for. This type of digital camera provides the photographer with the exact image that will be offered with the photo or the video. 

Even though SLRs only have one lens, it is possible to buy a lens kit for your particular digital camera. This type of accessory is a good idea if you plan to use the digital camera often. The right lens can affect the depth of field. 

One of the advantages with an SLR digital camera is that it is very fast. How many times have you tried to snap a photo and someone moved? That image can become blurred or you miss what you wanted completely. 

With an SLR digital camera, it can take 3 to 10 shots per second depending on the model. This means you can take tons of photos and sift through them later to pick out the best ones. 

SLR digital cameras also have a larger sensor than point and shoot models. These larger sensors provide a better quality image. This is due to them being very similar to the depth of field and picture angle of film. 


Many SLR digital cameras are similar in size, shape, and design to point and shoot models. It is important that you understand what to look for with an SLR digital camera so that you make sure to get what you want. 

Comparing Point and Shoot and SLR
In this section we will look at some comparisons between the two so you can get a better idea of what is offered. 

Size – Point and shoot digital cameras are often more compact than SLR models. However, there are plenty of SLRs out there that look very similar to point and shoot digital cameras. They have been reduced in size to better meet the demand of consumers. There are plenty of consumers that want SLR features, but they want something that is lightweight and compact too.

Pricing – You will find that SLR digital cameras are more expensive than point and shoot models. However, the good news is that many of the top SLRs have been dropping in price in recent years but the quality is still unbelievable. Keep in mind that if you decide to get a lens kit for your SLR that expense has to be factored into what you will pay for your digital camera.

Maintenance – When it comes to point and shoot digital cameras, you really have no maintenance to worry about. This is because you are just using it as is when you take photos or videos. Of course you want to make sure you keep it stored out of the sunlight and avoid extreme temperature changes. You also want to keep it in a case when not in use to avoid dust and debris from building up on it. 

With SLR digital cameras you will have to do more maintenance. First, you will have to change the lenses for different types of shots, such as a wide angle lens for landscapes or telephoto lens for close up shots. This method though can allow dust to get into your digital camera. Should any dust particles settle on the image sensor, your photos will look blotchy. 

It is recommended that you have your image sensor professionally cleaned annually on your SLR digital camera. It is a good idea to find out if you have someone locally that can provide this service for you. Talk to them to find out what the cost is going to be so that you have that information before you invest in an SLR digital camera.

If you don’t have a local entity that can clean the image sensor for you, it may be necessary for you to mail it in to a location. This can be risky because even if you package your SLR digital camera well, you run the risk of it being lost or damaged. Never send it without insurance to cover the loss just in case.

It is not recommended to attempt to clean the image sensor yourself. This is a very complex process, and it takes a great deal of time to learn to get it right. If you don’t do it correctly you could ruin that part of your SLR digital camera. This would also void any warranty you may have on it.

One solution though is that you can consider a model that has a self-cleaning process for the image sensors. This will cost you a bit more, but in the long run it can save you the hassle of taking your digital camera in to be cleaned or sending it in the mail for such cleaning to be done. 

Noise Level – Most consumers find that SLR digital cameras have more noise associated with them than point and shoot models. It often depends on the model of SLR digital camera as well as the lens that is being used. Most point and shoot digital cameras offer no noise at all. With a SLR though there is sound that comes from the internal process and mechanics. 

Think about where you will be using your digital camera. If you will frequently be in a setting where such a sound could be bothersome to those around you, then it may be best to bypass the SLR models. In reality though, the sound isn’t very loud and most people around you won’t even be affected by it.

Complexity of Use – it is true that SLR digital cameras are more complex to use. There are many options with these models of digital cameras, so you have to be willing to learn what they offer. It is important to understand that from the very beginning though. You don’t want to be frustrated and overwhelmed when you start to use your new SLR digital camera.

Another thing I want to point out though is that all SLR digital cameras have the automatic mode and several of them also have semi auto modes. This will help you to ease into the process of using the digital camera at first. Then you can start to learn more about the other features. 

All point and shoot digital cameras have auto features. They do have some advanced settings, but what you will get depends on the make and model of the digital camera. They may be easier to use, but keep in mind that with a point and shoot digital camera you won’t get professional quality photos or videos. 

Speed – Point and shoot digital cameras are significantly slower than SLRs. This is often referred to as shutter lag. That is the time that occurs between you pressing the shutter and the time when the actual image is captured. The good news is that this issue with speed continues to get better. Newer models of point and shoot digital cameras are able to offer a faster speed than earlier models.

Features to Consider

When you are looking for the right digital camera for you, there are a couple of issues you need to take into consideration. One of them is if you want to take videos or not. Many digital cameras now offer this particular feature. You can take short videos and watch them on your digital camera.

You can also upload them to your computer. From there, you can share them with anyone that you would like to. This includes emailing them to friends and family. You can also choose to upload them to various video sites including Google Videos and YouTube. Videos can be fun to take and to share with other people on your social media accounts too.

When it comes to video, you want to know the length in time the camera has the capacity to take. Some digital cameras give you an unlimited amount of time for video. This is great when you are at concerts, sports events, or your child has a program. You do need to make sure you have enough space on your memory card as well. 

You also have to make sure you have quality batteries because taking videos can drain your charge. Both of these important issues will be addressed later on in the materials. That way you can be sure to have the right memory card and the right batteries for your digital camera. 

The other feature that is very important is the ability to upload the photos or the videos from your digital camera to your computer. Some digital cameras are very simple. You will get software that comes with it and you will load it to your computer. Others are more complex so be sure you understand the whole process and know what accessory equipment may be needed.

You want a digital camera that you can plug into your computer with a USB cable. Then you can choose the photos or videos that you would like to transfer to your computer. The amount of time the process takes will vary based on:

The digital camera

The computer operating system

The available space on your computer

The number of photos and videos you upload at a time

Before you buy any digital camera, you need to make sure the process of uploading the materials to your computer is simple to follow. A great way to get such information is to search for reviews online about certain models of digital cameras. Find information from consumers that tells you if the process is simple or difficult. 

This information can prove to be very valuable when it comes to how satisfied you are with any digital camera you purchase. Remember, the overall functionality of it is very important to consider as you are shopping around for one. 

After all, what good it is to take outstanding photos or top quality videos if you have a difficult time getting them to upload to your computer?
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What Is Your Budget?

Before you go out there and start shopping for any digital cameras, you really have to think about your own budget. You know better than anyone else what your bottom line is going to be. It makes sense that you would be shopping for digital cameras that fit into your price range. 

Quality

Too often consumers assume that quality with a digital camera has to do with how much they pay for it. One that is the most expensive isn’t necessarily going to be the best option for you. In fact, there are many moderately priced digital cameras that work just as well at those that cost hundreds of dollars more.

You want to take into consideration the overall quality and value of what you will be getting. It is important to pay attention to reviews out there relating to various models of digital cameras. Don’t just read the testimonials on a company’s website. They aren’t going to help you get the answers you need. Such information will always be positive. 
Instead, look online for reviews by customers just like yourself. They will be honest, they aren’t getting anything from the business for talking good about and they aren’t going to be afraid to say what they don’t like about the digital camera they purchased.

When you are talking about quality, you also have to look beyond just how well made the digital camera is. You also have to consider the quality of the photos and the videos that you can create with it. If you want professional looking photos, then you need a camera that can deliver them, but also one that you can understand and operate.

How Often will the Camera be Used?

Think about how often you are going to use your digital camera. If you use one on the job, then chances are you will use it frequently. If you are a new parent or you have children in lots of activities then you will be using that digital camera on a regular basis. The more you plan to use it, the more you can justify investing more money to get what you really want.

If you are only going to have your digital camera out around the holidays and then it will back in a drawer, that doesn’t justify spending as much money. In that case you might be better off going with a lower cost digital camera. However, you still want one that will deliver high quality photos and videos. 

New vs. Used

So what do you do if the digital camera you really want is out of your price range? It may not make you happy to settle for one that isn’t as good. There is the option of buying a used one. 

Before going this route though you want to really think about it. Having a brand new digital camera can ensure you know everything about it. This may be the only way you get a warranty on it.

However, there are many perfectly good used digital cameras out there. People tend to sell them all the time. Some people bought one because they thought they would take up the hobby but didn’t have the time or they moved on to something else.

Some digital cameras are for sale because the individual didn’t do their homework before they bought it. They didn’t focus on the features and abilities they wanted, so that particular model of digital camera wasn’t adequate for them. Perhaps it was too complex and they needed something simple to work with.

People sell what they have to in these tough economic times too. If they have a camera worth lots of money sitting around they may find that they can use that money to pay rent, to buy food, or to get their car fixed. Their difficult situation may be your gold mine. 

If you have some local pawn shops, they are ideal places to find digital cameras for sale. People have taken them in to get some fast cash. For some reason they didn’t come back to get the item. You will need to make sure you check it over well though and make sure it is working before you buy it. 

Here are some things to consider when you consider a used digital camera:

Does it work? 

This may seem like a silly thing for me to add, but you will be amazed at how often this occurs. You may think you found a heck of a deal on eBay, Craigslist, or some other entity. However, what you discover is that the item is sold as is and that it did say it was being sold for parts only. If you didn’t read all of it then you may be wasting your money.

What does it come with? 

Find out what is offered with a used digital camera. It should have an owner’s manual and any accessories that came with it. Some sellers toss in additional items they purchased too. For example, if you are looking at a used SLR camera they may have a lens kit with it or even a tripod.

As a side note, if the owner’s manual is missing, don’t stress about it. You can easily go online and check out the manufacturer’s information. Most of them have the manuals available and you can download them and print them at home. Some will mail you a copy for just a few dollars. For older models though, that information may no longer be offered on the website.

Why are they selling it?

Don’t be shy about asking for details when you look at used digital cameras. Ask the seller why they are parting with it. After all, if it is such a wonderful digital camera shouldn’t they be holding onto it? What they tell you may influence your decision to buy it or not.

Of course someone could lie to you, but there are many people that tell the truth. For example, one used digital camera that I purchased seemed too good to be true. I asked the older lady at the yard sale why she was parting with it. She told me it was a Christmas gift from her son a few years before. She said that she really liked her older digital camera though as it was easier to use. 

What condition is it in?

Hopefully, anyone that is selling their digital camera has taken good care of it. Ask what condition it is in if the photos you see don’t allow you to see all of it. If you can physically hold the digital camera that is even better. You will be able to feel any damages such as sharp edges. You will also be able to see dents.

You want to make sure that the screen on the digital camera isn’t broken or damaged in any way. Even a small crack can get larger and larger, so that really isn’t going to be a good investment. You also want to make sure that the door that holds the batteries and the memory card is secure.

You will be surprised how many times they are broken off. Yet this allows dirt and debris to get inside of the digital camera components. You don’t want to buy any such digital camera either as it isn’t going to last you very long.

Here are some ideas to get you pointed in the right direction as far as a great digital camera in these various price ranges. Again, keep in mind that overall quality, how easy it is to use, and the budget you have for the digital camera all have to play a role in narrowing down your final selection.

Versatile Digital Cameras -  Up to $300

Canon ELPH 100 HS

Retails around $179

This point and shoot digital camera is very good. If you have done any research, you are already aware that the ELPH series has been around for many years. It is a very slender digital camera that features auto focusing. It also has a 3.6 frames per second burst mode for action photos.

The overall quality of the images is very bright and clear. It does well in both good lighting and poor lighting which is a huge benefit. This particular digital camera also offers the option for 1080p video. For those looking for something stylish as well as simple to use, the Canon ELPH 100 HS is a winner. The only downfall is that it only has a 4x zoom.

Panasonic FH25

Retails around $144

The Panasonic FH25 has replaced their FH20 model. However, they have taken everything that was spectacular about that earlier model and made it even better. One of the upgrades is the Leica lens that replaces the Lumix one. The software that comes with this digital camera makes it very simple to modify and share images.

This digital camera features a 28 mm wide angle 8x zoom. Yet it is very versatile so that you can get quality shots anywhere you like. It gets rave reviews too for working very well in poor lighting conditions. 

The pixel count has increased to 16 megapixels, but you will learn in later chapters that really isn’t as big of a deal as the manufacturer makes it out to be. This is really a terrific digital camera for the price.

Nikon S6100

Retails around $276

This Nikon model is very impressive, and it too promotes 16 megapixels. It also offers a 720 p HD video option that you may be happy with. There is a 3 inch screen on it which is larger than most digital cameras. This has proven to be a key selling point with many consumers.

The interface is a touch screen though and that does take some getting used to. If you are looking for a lightweight and very appealing digital camera this can be one that you consider. It offers great images and it also has lots of automated feature. That makes it perfect for a beginner. 

Great Options - $600 to $1,000 Range

Olympus Camedia C-2100 Ultra Zoom

Retails around $879

This particular digital camera is really getting the attention of consumers. It is very powerful and it offers the chance to take a variety of types of images and videos with ease. It offers a 10x zoom lens and a battery that lasts for a very long time. The quality of the images is what is really getting attention. 

However, it seems that the images that are seen uploaded to the computer are better quality than those that get printed. Something to keep in mind though if you plan to print out many of your photos that you take with your digital camera. 

Nikon D300

Retails around $750

This digital camera is an SLR and it comes with a lens kit. That is a great benefit right there. You won’t have to immediately invest in getting those accessories so that you can take the best possible photos. This is a full sized digital camera though so it isn’t for someone in the market for a compact option. 

The quality of photos taken with this digital camera are absolutely amazing. If you are going to be taken tons of photos this is certainly a great investment to consider. Don’t be surprised if people think your photos were taken by a professional. 

Outstanding Digital Cameras - $1,200 to $1,800 Range

Nikon D5100

Retails for around $1425

If you want to kick things up a notch or two, consider this model of SLR digital camera. It allows you to take amazing photos that are professional quality. It also comes with the lens kit which is a huge way to save money over buying them separately. 
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Megapixels and Your Camera

When you are shopping for a digital camera, megapixels are very important. You will find that most digital cameras fall into one of three categories:

5 to 6 megapixels offered

6 to 8 megapixels offered

10 or more megapixels offered 

You may be tempted to skip this particular part of the materials but don’t! There is very important information here that you need in your quest to find the perfect digital camera for your needs. 

First, I want to point out that the amount of megapixels offered isn’t the main thing to consider when you try to determine the overall quality of any digital camera. That is a misconception that I hear again and again. Sadly, it is found on many websites too so consumers are getting the wrong information.

What are Megapixels?

Before we go any further, I think it is important to cover what megapixels are. That information will help you to understand how they do influence the value of any digital camera. This is a type of unit of measurement.

A single megapixel actually represents 1 million pixels! This refers to very tiny dots of color that will make up the image for your photos or your videos. Megapixels are a representation of the overall quality of any image including the resolution and the size of it. So if your camera is 5 megapixels, there will be 5 million pixels in each image. If the camera is 10 megapixles, there will be 10 million of them present. Any time you look at your computer screen, there are millions of pixels there that you see. 

If you see a camera such as the Canon Rebel XT, you will notice it says: 3456x2304. When you multiply those two numbers by each other, you get 7,962, 264 pixels. That would classify it as an 8 megapixel digital camera. If you plan on printing larger sized photos such as 8x10s then you do need at least 8 megapixels with your digital camera. 

If you only have 5 megapixels the images in those photos would be as clear as they should be. However, they are so small your eyes don’t pick up on them individually. Instead, your eyes pickup on the complete images that they create. 

The pixels with any point and shoot digital camera are smaller than those of an SLR digital camera. This is why point and shoot models have slower ISO speeds, and that is what produces images that are somewhat grainy. 

With SLR digital cameras though the faster ISO means that the images are crisp and clear. The other element here is that smaller sensors will reduce the overall quality of any image. If you have to choose between a larger sensor size or more megapixels, you will be better off with the larger sensor size. 

You also have to take the type of camera, overall quality, and other factors into consideration. I hope you have squashed the impression that megapixels are everything when it comes to shopping for a digital camera. 

I do my best to get the information out there, but consumers continue to be sucked into this false information. As a result, they go out and buy a digital camera with the highest resolution that they can find.

Yet it doesn’t always perform for them like they would like it to. What is really frustrating too is that I see many digital camera manufactures out there that heavily promote the amount of megapixels that are present. 

I know that they do this just to entice consumers to buy it based on that factor alone. It may be legal, but it certainly isn’t ethical. What my experience has been is that an 8 megapixel digital camera will often take better photos than one with 10 or more megapixels when you are talking about point and shoot models. 

When it comes to SLR digital cameras, even a rating of 3 megapixels can offer you some fantastic photos. This is due to their large sensors and you get a cleaner shot from start to finish. 
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Controlling the Image

Have you taking photos before or videos, but felt that you were at the mercy of the camera? Did you tell yourself that you sure hope there are a few good shots in there somewhere. 

Depending on the occasion, that anxiety could really get to you fast. Controlling the image is a great way for you to be able to feel confident your images look great. Of course, owning a great quality digital camera that you are able to work with is important in order to accomplish this. 

Even if you have a great digital camera, if you aren’t familiar with how all of the features work your images could come out with less quality than you had anticipated. In order to control the image, you have to consider the elements that are possible for you to work with. 

There are three features you will find on models of digital cameras out there:

Automatic Exposure

Manual Exposure 

Combination 

Automatic Exposure

With automatic exposure, you don’t have to think much about what you will do. You don’t have to think about the camera angle. You just point the camera and shoot the images. For those that want great memories but they aren’t into photography ins and outs, this is the perfect option. 

When in doubt about what you should use, go with the automatic exposure. You will have less risk of your images being too dark that way. Look for a digital camera that allows you to access this feature all you want. There are older models of digital cameras out there that only offer this particular feature. 

Manual Exposure 

There is a time and place for manual exposure so I don’t want to rule it out of the equation. However, shooting this way is very complex and you have to be well skilled for it. I would never recommend this particular setting when it comes to taking images you will only get one chance to capture. 

Due to the popularity of automatic exposure, you will find very few newer models of digital cameras that only offer this setting. If anything, the majority of what you will find is going to offer you both features. That is what I recommend you look for with a digital camera. Then you can have the convenience of automatic and the flexibility with manual if you opt for it.
Combination 

There may be times when you need to use the manual exposure setting or when you would get better results with the auto exposure setting. It really depends on the types of images you wish to capture. If you are taking photos of nature or landscape, it is best to use the manual exposure option.

When you are working with such images, there is a controlled environment around you. The action is within each frame that you take a shot of. As result, you can get a shot of what you view to be the correct exposure at that point in time. I usually will shoot the bracket around the exposure area. This means to determine what you feel is the best exposure setting, take the picture and then take several more pictures at exposure settings above and below the first setting.
When you are taking images of people, animals, or elements with movement you want to go with the auto setting. This allows you to focus on the event, the images you take, and to feel confident that they will turn out great when you print them. Keep the lighting in mind too because if you use a manual setting for such images, they will likely come out very dark. 
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Optical Zoom vs. Digital Zoom

Another of the big elements of finding the right digital camera for you has to do with optical zoom or digital zoom. These are two terms that people often intertwine with each other but should be kept separate. 

They are two different entities, and if you aren’t well aware of that fact it could lead you down the path to getting the wrong digital camera.  The zoom feature on any digital camera allows you to enhance the outcome of your photos or your videos. 

If you have ever owned a 35 mm camera, then you have used an optical zoom feature. 

Optical Zoom

An optical zoom allows the lens for the digital camera to bring the object closer to you. This method won’t distort the images and reduce the overall quality of them. That is the significant value that optical zoom has over digital zoom. It is a very good idea in my own opinion to get a digital camera that offers you both optical zoom and digital zoom.

It should be defaulted to optical zoom so that you can take the best quality photos and videos possible. Before you use digital zoom, the digital camera should give you a warning so that you can make sure it is the feature you really want to use at that point in time. 

Explore the Connection between Optical Zoom and Resolution

Another common misconception that I would like to point out is that there is a connection between optical zoom and resolution. They aren’t the same thing but many people have the impression that they are. 

The reason you need to know they are different is so that you don’t end up comparing apples to oranges when you are shopping around for a digital camera. Keep in mind that resolution has to do with the megapixels that the digital camera has, which determines the overall quality of the picture, especially when printed out at larger sizes. Optical zoom is the ability to bring the center of focus in the picture closer to the picture taker and fill the frame with a smaller section of the image without losing any resolution. Digital zoom takes the center portion of the picture and enlarges it without filling in the pixels (like cropping and enlarging a picture), giving the illusion of zooming in, but losing resolution as you go. 

Here is a good rule of thumb to follow with megapixels so that you can make quality prints of your photos:

2 megapixels works well for 4x6 prints

3 megapixels works well for 5x7 prints

3 or 4 megapixels works well for 8x10 prints 
You really don’t need anything too high when it comes to the megapixels. Even a moderately priced point and shoot compact digital camera with 6 megapixels is going to offer you very nice images.

The point I definitely want you to take away from this segment of the materials is that you never compare optical zoom with the megapixel resolution. They aren’t dependent on each other. This is because the overall resolution of your final image won’t change regardless of how much you happen to zoom in on it. 

Digital Zoom

You may be in the back row at your child’s music program but you want to zoom in and see the smile on her face while she is singing. There are different measures of digital zoom, and some cameras go up to 300x! To really explain the elements to you, digital zoom though isn’t really a zoom at all. 

What is occurring is that a portion of the image is being made larger. That is going to give you the same type of feeling that you get with an optical zoom – the feeling that the object is closer to you than it really is. One of the key concerns though if you don’t have a quality digital camera is the quality of the zoomed image.

With many models, as you zoom in more and more, the picture loses its sharpness. This doesn’t mean that digital zoom is a bad feature though. In fact, it is definitely one that you may significantly benefit from with your digital camera. 

This seems to be a standard feature on just about all of the newer models, and you may be enticed to try it out. If you are interested in digital zoom, look for a digital camera that offers at least 3x. Keep in mind that when it comes to digital zoom, it is possible for you to do it after you have taken the photos instead of at the time you take them. 

You can use a type of image editing software to complete the process. You will be able to crop, enlarge, and more with such software. We shall cover all of that in a later chapter, but I thought it did warrant being mentioned here as well. 
Chapter 7

Not All Memory Cards Are the Same
When I bought my first digital camera, I didn’t know much about it. I did feel it was time to upgrade from my 35 mm though. All of my friends and family had gone digital. I got a reasonably priced Kodak, can’t remember the model as it has been so long ago.

I remember being out sightseeing with family and taking some photos with it. To my astonishment, I was getting messages on the screen about not being able to read the data. My niece told me that my memory card must be full. I turned to her and asked her what a memory card was.

I had purchased the digital camera, but not the memory card to go in it. That may seem like common knowledge, but at the time I didn’t know it. What I would like to share with you in this chapter is that if you are going to have a digital camera, you need a memory card to store your data on!

The other part of that though is that not all memory cards are the same. There are plenty of variations. You have to take your particular digital camera model into consideration. Some of them take the SD mini and others take the SD micro. There isn’t anything you can do about that other than make sure you get the right one for your digital camera. 

If you don’t, then the memory card isn’t going to fit into the location on the digital camera like it should. Memory cards aren’t expensive, so make sure you take the time to get a quality brand. What you do need to watch with memory cards is the amount of space they offer.

The options you have include:

Full size – stores up to 2 GB

High capacity – stores from 4 GB to 32 GB

Extended capacity – stores over 32 GB

There is absolutely no difference in terms of how these memory card options work. They all insert into the location on your digital camera. Which one you have won’t influence how quickly the photo is taken, it won’t affect your battery life, and it won’t affect the outcome in terms of the quality of your images.

So what difference do these various types of memory cards make? It has to do with how many photos and how many videos you can store on the device. 
Rule of thumb: 1 Gigabyte of digital memory card space will store from 75 to 220 pictures, depending on the picture format.

You are the best person to determine how much space you will need. If you seem to always have the camera turned on and pointed at something, get a high capacity memory card.

If you rarely use your digital camera then you will be fine with a 2 GB memory card. That is still a great deal of storage space. You may find that as time goes by you outgrow a smaller memory card. That is why some consumers just go with a larger one from the very start. 

As a word of caution, memory cards can get corrupted from time to time. I strongly recommend that you routinely print the images on your digital camera. At the very least, you should upload those photos and videos to your computer. That way if the memory card does get corrupted you don’t lose all of those precious memories. 
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Selecting the Batteries For Your Camera

Nothing is worse than having that digital camera in your hands, you are taking photos or videos, and the low battery indicator starts to blink. The amount of time you will have left depends on the model of camera you have. 

As a general rule, when you are taking videos it will consume your battery life faster than when you are taking photos. When it comes to batteries for your digital camera, you will have two options:

Disposable

Rechargeable

If you happen to have a preference, then you need to keep it in mind when you shop for a disposable camera. Some consumers love being able to take out old batteries, replace them, and to forget about it. They don’t want to hassle with the recharge process. 

Yet recharging means that you don’t have to spend more money on batteries. It also means you can protect the environment. Old batteries that are tossed into landfills will remain there for very long periods of time. The acid from them can seep into the soil and also adversely affect water supplies.

Quality

We will talk about each of these types of batteries individually in a moment. First, I want to point out that quality is a key element in getting batteries that last a very long time. You want to take the battery life span into consideration. Some of them only last a few hours. Others will last 10 hours or more.

The brand of the batteries you buy for your digital camera is very important. You will often find that the manufacturer has made some recommendations in the owner’s manual. It is strongly encouraged to go with those types of batteries. Sure, your digital camera will operate with others in it. 

However, you have to keep in mind that the manufacturer has invested a great deal of time in the testing of their digital camera. The testing that they did was involving specific types of batteries. 

If you want to get the best overall results from the digital camera you purchased, then go the distance with quality batteries. There are a few things I would like to say though before you select your batteries. These are some pet peeves of mine. 

What do you think of when you hear the term heavy duty battery? Like most people, you assume that they are powerful and long lasting. The truth though is that they are among the least powerful. Should you be recharging one of them, it can take 5 or more hours for a full charge!

What I have found in my research is that the battery capacity ratings on products really aren’t useful. There isn’t any industry standard in place for calculating them. That is why it is impossible to be able to compare the overall capacity of various brands of batteries in terms of how much power they offer and how long they will hold a charge.

In my book, nothing is scarier than not being able to successfully estimate how long the batteries or battery in your digital camera is going to last. I am not one to leave things up to chance. I want to know that I have enough power to last for the entire outing or event I am taking part in.

Disposable

With disposable batteries, you can choose to toss them out when they no longer have enough charge if you like. They are typically less expensive than rechargeable batteries for any model of digital camera. You will also find that there are more universal offers. 

For example, many digital cameras that take disposable batteries take either AA or AAA size. Keep in mind that the charge in disposable batteries can start to fade even when they are still in the package. 

If you carry around an extra set for several months, they may not work for you when you need them in your digital camera. It is a good idea to rotate your disposable batteries – first that you buy are the first to get used.

As a side note, it isn’t going to prolong the life of them if you store them in your freezer. That is a common myth that has unknown origins. Yet I see people try it all the time. Remember – just because you read something online doesn’t make it true! 

Rechargeable

Another of those ugly rumors that continues to surface again and again with digital cameras has to do with rechargeable batteries. There is a myth that they simply don’t hold a charge as long as disposable batteries.

 It really comes down to the brand and quality of the product that you buy. The right rechargeable battery should come with your digital camera when you purchase it. If you decide to get an additional one or you need to replace it, do so carefully. 

You need to make sure you get the same exact rechargeable battery or one that is 100% compatible with your digital camera. You may have to go to a camera store or order it online. You can often order specific rechargeable batteries direct from the manufacturers website so that is the first place I would look. 
Have a Backup Plan

It is a always a good rule of thumb to have a backup plan in place. An extra rechargeable battery on hand means you can have one in the digital camera and one fully charged in your camera bag just in case. Many of the newer models of digital cameras have car chargers too. 

You can place the battery for the digital camera into the holder and then plug it into your vehicle and it will charge for you. This is a great option when you are on vacation or away from home and can’t plug in your wall charger.

If your model of digital camera takes disposable batteries, you want to have an extra set of them with you. As a way to save money, invest in a battery charger unit. Then you can take out the dead batteries, put in the new ones, and recharge the old set for next time around. 
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Using Your Lenses Adequately

For Various Features
A very important element of any digital camera is the lens or lenses. Remember that point and shoot digital cameras have only one lens. SLR models though can have many lenses if you select to upgrade with a lens kit.

It is important to understand how using your lenses successfully will enable you to get the most from various features. A common problem that people have with their digital cameras is that they haven’t mastered this area of operation. 

As a result, they feel that their digital camera isn’t a good one. Learning the basics about the lenses and different features will help you to avoid such a scenario. Here you will get an overview about some of them. 

Keep in mind that you really need to address the specifics of them in the owner’s manual for the specific digital camera that you are working with.

Perspective and Proportion

When you think about perspective, it has to do with your position. It really has nothing at all to do with the lens. It doesn’t matter if you have a short lens or a long one – the perspective will never change. What is the benefit from them that you get then?


The different sizes of lenses allow you to get a tighter or a looser perspective on the image. The size of lens that you have on your digital camera at any given point in time will affect your decision to move closer to the image or further away from it. 

This will give you the right framing that you are interested in. A fact that you may be interested in is that the human brain is able to recall the facial features of someone that appears to be about 15 feet from us. 

The human body is really complex, and it is fascinating how the eyes and the brain work as a team. The signals that they send to each other determine what you interpret as you look at images.

Facial recognition is very important to our social interactions and overall well being. When your eyes focus on a face that is familiar to you, that signal is sent to the brain. What is recreated by the brain is an image that has been reconstructed of the facial features as they would appear if that person were standing about 15 feet away from you.

This is why you want to stand about 15 feet away from people when you are taking pictures of them. By doing so, you will be able to keep their proportions in those images realistic in terms of what the human eyes and brain perceive.

Portrait Lenses

Taking portraits of people is a very common reason for buying a digital camera. When it comes to the type of lens to use for this, it really comes down to what you would like to capture of that individual. 

Some examples:

If you are going to take an image of someone standing up, use a lens that is 50 mm to 70 mm. 

If you are going to take an image of someone sitting down, use a lens from 70 mm to 105 mm. 

If your goal is to capture the head and the shoulders of the person, use a lens from 200 mm to 300 mm. 

Not everyone looks their very best at the same distance. Some look better closer and others further away. You will have to experiment to capture the best essence of each individual. In this regard, such photography is really a form of art that takes patience.

Background

What you would like to accomplish with the background scenery is up to you. They are very important when it comes to photos and even videos so don’t ignore them. If you want to get them out of the photo, then you have to use the right lens.

One of the characteristics of lenses to consider is referred to as Bokeh. This can give any background more of a texture and detail than you imagined. This occurs even if you don’t have everything right in focus. If the Bokeh of any lens you use is damaged or broken, all of your images are going to look out of focus. 

Landscape Lenses

A wide angle lens is the only one that is going to do justice to your subject when you are trying to get images of landscape. You will find that there are several types of wide angle lens. You want to have prime and zoom lens in this category to work with. Prime lenses have one set focal length while zoom lenses have a range of focal lengths. They are going to help you to capture the lovely landscaping all around you.

Don’t underestimate the impact that wide angle lenses can offer. They are able to draw in anyone that is viewing your images. That is the key to why they work so well for landscaping. As soon as you put a wide angle lens on a SLR digital camera, you will immediately know what I am talking about.

You will get a view of everything for as far as your eyes can see. It can take some time for you to take it all in due to the vast elements of all of it. Try this – tilt the lens down very low so that you are able to capture your feet at the very bottom portion of the image you create with your digital camera. It will show you a completely different angle than you are accustomed to.

As you use a wide angle lens, don’t be surprised if you feel that you are actually part of the images you are taking. For me, I think this is why I find such enjoyment and relaxation in taking images of landscape with my digital camera. 


For the viewer of such images, they will really have the impression that they were standing right there. They will feel as if they stood right beside you when you took those images. 

Color and Clarity

Most people are very surprised to learn that the lens they use will affect the color and the clarity of the images that they take with their digital camera. It doesn’t matter which type of SLR camera you have in terms of the brand or the model either.

Both color and clarity are the responsibility of the lens. It is going to allow the image to be focused on the sensor that your digital camera offers. In order for it to be very good quality, then the glass found inside of the lens must be top quality.

We have all known that lighting affects the quality of images. What you may not realize though is that light won’t always behave in the same way. When you have cheap lenses in place, then there can be too much light passing through it. There isn’t any type of effort in place to correct it.

Action and Sports Images

Being able to take focused and clear action and sports images is very important to people. There are so many times when your digital camera will come in handy if these are features it offers. The most common type of lens for this is a zoom lens. They are perfect if you want to get the framing just right.

You are going to have to practice though to get great images with action and sports photos. If you get some free time, take your digital camera and go snap shots of random teams playing or practicing. Then you can see how they turn out. Based on those results, you can modify your methods or change your settings to make the images top notch quality.

Manual Focus or Auto Focus?

Most of the time you will want to use the auto focus. This feature is built into most digital cameras. It allows you to capture great images without any problems. It also helps to prevent your images or videos from being too dark. 


There are some times though when the use of manual focus is better. In some landscaping images you will find it is hard to get it right due to the depth not being there. Auto focus can result in the wrong part of the image being the focus. If you use the manual focus feature, you can control which aspect of the landscape is in focus for different effects.
I love to have the eyes of people I take photos of be perfectly focused. That is why I use manual focus for this type of image. I also use it when I happen to be shooting images though either glass or fencing. 

I have found this is also the best way to get the results I want when I take my family to the zoo. If you are taking the time to photograph something that is moving fast such as a vehicle or animals, then it won’t come out well with auto focus. 

Using manual focus will allow you to be able to really get the essence of such images in your photos. Make sure you fully understand how to switch back and forth from auto to manual so that you can do it in a flash. 

What you are taking pictures of can change rapidly. You don’t want to miss out on grand opportunities because you didn’t master going from one method to the next.

Close Ups

There are lenses offered for close ups, and they are referred to as supplementary lenses. They allow the focus range of the lens to be closer to the digital camera than they otherwise would be. 

With many SLR models of digital cameras, you will be able to use two “close up” lenses at the same time. This particular type of lens isn’t very expensive, and it won’t create any issues for you in terms of how your exposures come out.

If you get an SLR digital camera I strongly suggest you invest in a couple of these lenses. 
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Exploring Automatic Features

of Digital Cameras
As I mentioned in the introduction of the materials, a digital camera that is simple to use is valuable. Most consumers don’t want to spend weeks or months trying to figure out the ins and outs of how their digital camera operates. For most people, they have no interest in pursuing a professional career in photography either.

Automatic modes refer to elements built into the digital camera. They make it fast and easy for you to take various types of images and videos with that device. As a result, you will be able to capture some amazing results in no time at all. 

It is important for us to explore the automatic features of digital cameras. Of course what you get access to will vary based on the brand and the model that you select. These are the most common ones you will find in terms of automatic features:

Portrait Mode

Landscape Mode

Macro Mode

Sports Mode

Night Mode

Portrait Mode

With portrait mode, the background is taken out of the equation so that the focus can be on the individuals in the images. This is an important feature because most people find that a large percentage of the photos and videos that they take with their digital camera are of people. 

Landscape Mode

This particular mode allows for more depth to be added. Landscape mode can really bring to life what you are capturing. It makes you feel like you are a part of those images. It also draws in the viewer in a way that other modes aren’t capable of.
Macro Mode

You may hear the macro mode referred to as the close up mode. It allows the focus to be very close to the actual digital camera that is capturing it. This can restrict the camera to the wide angle. As a result, the depth of field goes deeper. This allows objects that are very close to be fully in focus. 
Sports Mode

The sports mode will increase ISO and that allows a faster shutter speed to be used. That is what captures that action without it being blurred or distorted. If you are trying to get images of your favorite sports teams, vehicles in motion, or other similar elements this is the mode to use. 
Night Mode

It is possible to get quality photos at night when you use this particular mode. It allows the exposure time to be longer so that the background can be detailed. At the same time, it uses the fill in flash method to light up the subjects that are in close proximity. 
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Shooting Feature Modes to

Become Familiar With
There are several shooting feature modes that you need to become familiar with. What will be offered on any digital camera depends on the model and the manufacturer. As you learn about these concepts, you can make sure that those shooting features are properly included in what you purchase.

The shooting features that you should be the most concerned with include:

Aperture Priority Mode

Shutter Priority Mode

Program Mode

Aperture Priority Mode

This mode allows you to properly control the depth of field. It is commonly used for landscape images. You will often see this mode on digital cameras displayed as A or AV. This is also going to help the digital camera automatically be able to determine the right shutter speed. 
Shutter Priority Mode

This mode allows the user of the digital camera to choose the speed of the shutter. It is often marked with an S on the mode dial. The amount of motion going on in the scene will often determine the amount of shutter speed that is needed. Most users will have to experiment with their digital camera to become familiar with the settings to use.
Program Mode

The term program mode refers to a variety of settings that the user can select from with any given digital camera. They include automated elements or those that are manual. Most of the newer digital cameras out there offer both features so that a user can get the ultimate experience each time they use their digital camera. 

The specific access to program modes though will vary based on the type of digital camera a person has. It is also important to note that some programs are only available when certain other features are enabled. Refer to your owner’s manual to get the full outline of what is offered. 
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Photo Editing Software

As I mentioned many chapters ago, you don’t have to rely on zoom to get the images that you want. By relying on zoom, you risk distorting the images and then they will be lower quality when you upload them and when you print them.

The better alternative is to use photo editing software to get the results you want. Most of us aren’t professional photographers – we are far from it. Yet that doesn’t mean we don’t want the photos we take to really look great. 

Some forms of photo editing are very simple but they are also going to significantly improve the outcome. For example, removing red eye or cropping certainly elements out of the overall photo. Sometimes, moving the objects in the image closer or further away will also enhance the beauty of it.

We are going to cover three essential areas of photo editing software. Each of them has plenty of value to offer. They include:

Brand Proprietary

Programs such as Photoshop

Shooting Raw

Brand Proprietary

The term brand proprietary refers to the trademark name that a product is marketed under. For example Photoshop is a trade name. There are many forms of photo editing software out there. Some of them are very well known and others are hardly a household name. That doesn’t mean you can’t find value with them just the same. 

Many brands of digital cameras are doing all they can to keep customers loyal to their particular brand. They are including photo editing software as a package deal with the models they offer. This ensures that the software will work like it should with that particular digital camera. That is a significant value to the consumer. 
Programs such as Photoshop

It is amazing what you can do with photo editing software such as Photoshop. You can add people into the photo, remove people, add props, add captions, make announcements, and so much more. It is really fun to play around with photo editing software. You don’t have to be creative to make amazing things from the tools offered either. 

There are plenty of variables when it comes to photo editing software. You do want to be selective with what you purchase. I suggest you use the free demos that many offer online. You can use them for a trial period without any commitment. During that period of time you can explore features as well as the level of difficulty involved in navigating the software. 

Photoshop is definitely one of the better programs out there for photo editing. This software has been around for a very long time. They continue to make improvements as new technology comes along. They also continue to listen to consumers to see how they can make this delightful software program even better. 

Always make sure the software you buy to use for your photo editing is compatible with your operating system too. That is a very important element as many retailers won’t accept returns on software like this once they have been opened. 

I would like to point out that there are also some great free options when it comes to photo editing software. You may want to check out any of these to see if they have the tools you want and need to improve the images in your photos. Some of them may have come with your computer operating system. 

GIMP for Windows

ImageForge

Paint.NET

PhotoFiltre

Photo Pos Pro

PhotoScape

Pixia

Serif PhotoPlus

Ultimate Paint

VCW Vicman’s Photo Editor

Shooting Raw

You may not be familiar with the term shooting raw. It has to do with the format that you are using for your images. This is nothing more than the raw data that you take from the sensor of your digital camera. Not all digital cameras have a Raw setting. However, if you do have one you definitely want to be using it.

Doing so is going to enable you to fully benefit from the differences in light and dark. There can be various shades of these elements in any image that you take. This can result in the sensor of the digital camera only capturing a subset of that entire range. 

With a Raw file though there will be 8 stops that are captured before the image is completed. As a result, your images won’t be cast with various shadows due to the lighting elements. You will be able to improve the quality of your images with very little effort if you purchase a digital camera that has the Raw feature.


What you do have to be careful of though is that sometimes the Raw setting can result in some of your images appearing to be flat as you preview them on the digital camera. This flat appearance can also be present when you view those photos after uploading them to your computer. 

The benefit though is that you can use your photo editing software to make adjustments to them later on. There are a few things to keep in mind though. For example, the Raw capture is slower than what you normally will get. Even a camera that is very high tech will slow down with the Raw feature so be ready for it. 
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Top 7 Brands of Digital

Cameras to Consider

There is certainly no shortage of terrific brands of digital cameras out there. Each of them offers several different models for you to check into. Some consumers have brand loyalty so they only want to buy a digital camera from a particular manufacturer. That is certainly your right to do so.

Here is a list of the top 7 brands of digital cameras to consider. Each of them has earned their position on the list. They are dedicated to offering consumers what they want, to including the latest technology, and offering overall value in the world of digital cameras.


They are listed alphabetically, not according to the ranking that they get. There is plenty of consumer debate about who should be on top. So that is why they are listed in alphabetical order – out of fairness to all. 

I have also included the top model for each of these brands that you may wish to take a closer look at:

Canon, EOS Rebel T2i

Fuji, FinePix

Nikon, D90

Olympus, Stylus Tough 6020

Panasonic,  Lumix DMC-ZS10

Pentax, K-x Digital SLR

Sony, DSC-W330
Canon, EOS Rebel T2i

The Canon EOS Rebel T2i is an SLR model of digital camera. The average cost of it is around $600. If you are looking for a digital camera that is fast and that delivers very high quality photos, this is one for you to take a close look at. It is also a great option for videos due to the better than average quality that it produces. 

This model offers 18 megapixels and a variety of features that enable the user to select the types of photos and videos they wish to create. It offers a 3 inch LCD screen to view the photos and videos. It weighs less than 2 pounds and the battery offers up to 550 photos. The auto focus is very fast with the Canon EOS Rebel T2i which means you are less likely to miss those fantastic photo opportunities. 

There are a couple of drawbacks with the Canon EOS Rebel T2i though. Some consumers have found the view finder to be annoying. There is also a control layout for the videos that can be complicated to master for those new to the use of digital cameras. 
Fuji, FinePix

The FinePix by Fuji is considered to be one of the best digital cameras ever made. It is also very affordable with a price around $400. It offers a 2.5 inch LCD screen to view the photos and the videos. This is also a very quiet digital camera which many consumers love. 

This is an exceptional model of digital camera that can be used in low lighting conditions too. The Fuji FinePix offers a 6 megapixel option and 3x optical zoom. It can be used on automatic mode to get exceptional shots. This is a great opportunity for those new to using a digital camera to be very happy with their photos and videos.

There is a burst mode that allows for up to 40 photos to be shot in concession. This is a great option for movement images such as during a sporting event or a concert. Then you will never miss the action that is going to occur. Overall, the Fuji FinePix is a wonderful digital camera to consider. Some consumers do wish the lens were larger. There are also those that notice fringing around the edges of the photos. However, you have to look very closely to be able to see this blemish. 
Nikon, D90

The Nikon D90 is a very popular model of digital camera. It retails for about $1,000. This is a very nicely made and durable digital camera. It offers top notch quality in terms of photo quality and video quality. There is a 3 inch LCD screen on this SLR digital camera and 12.3 megapixels. The lens kit offers a 5.80x zoom.

Face detection is one of the features of the Nikon D90 that helps to ensure the images in the photos are what they should be. Most of us aren’t the best at determining the angle for a photo, but this is a smart digital camera that can help make you look like you know exactly what you are doing!

This is also a lightweight digital camera that is less than 2 pounds. The upgraded microphone is there to ensure great quality videos. There is a built in sensor cleaning system that will help ensure your digital camera can continue to work properly. The battery life is up to 850 photos before it needs to be recharged. There are a few things lacking with the Nikon D90, but most consumers find that the problems are minimal. The auto focus is slow and there are limited options for RAW conversions.  
Olympus, Stylus Tough 6020

Olympus has always been one of the top contenders for digital cameras. They don’t disappoint with the Stylus Tough 6020 model. This is a point and shoot camera but it is definitely one of the best in this category. It retails for about $450 and it is a fully functional digital camera including the option to take videos.

When it comes to durability, this is definitely a winner. It can be dropped up to 5 feet and not have a scratch on it. The Olympus Stylus Tough 6020 is also able to be used in extreme heat or below zero freezing temperatures. It offers a 5x optical zoom and 5x digital zoom. It also offers 14 megapixels.

This is a compact digital camera so you don’t have to carry around something bulky and it weighs only 6.5 ounces so it won’t be weighing you down. The LCD display screen is 2.7 inches. The battery life is shorter than many other digital cameras. You can take up to 200 photos before you need to change the battery. It may be a good idea to have a backup battery with you just in case if you buy the Olympus Stylus Tough 6020. 

When you first turn the digital camera on, it can be up to 7 seconds before you are ready to take any pictures or videos with it. This may result in you missing some of those instant shots if your digital camera isn’t ready. The Olympus Stylus Tough 6020 also doesn’t do well in poor lighting conditions in terms of the quality of the photos or videos. 
Panasonic,  Lumix DMC-ZS10

One of the best designed point and shoot digital cameras is the Panasonic Lumix DMC-ZS10. It offers a 21x zoom that works on an intelligence sensor. You can get great close-ups without compromising the quality of the images or videos that you created with this model of digital camera. It retails for about $400 so it is a tremendous value for anyone on a budget but that would love to have a great digital camera.

The Panasonic Lumix DMC-ZS10 gets rave reviews for how simple it is to use. Even though there are many features offered, it isn’t hard to get the setting that you want. One of the popular settings is the continuous shooting. This offers 3 shots per second. 

It offers 14 megapixels and a 3 inch LCD screen. It is very light too with an overall weight of less than 8 ounces. The rechargeable battery can offer up to 260 photos per charge. It may be a good idea to have a backup battery handy if you own the Panasonic Lumix DMC-ZS10. You do have to be careful of the touch screen with this digital camera. You may accidentally be taking shots and not even realizing it. While there is a GPS option, it may have difficulty finding a satellite so it isn’t always reliable. 

Pentax, K-x Digital SLR

The Pentax K-x model is a great value at around $700. This is a digital camera to consider in the SLR category if you want professional looking photos and videos. You can even create HD videos with it. The resolution is 12.4 and there are 11 focus points for each shot. It can take 5 frames per second.

This is a fun digital camera to work with, and one that has many features. Yet it remains simple to use and that is important to consumers. They don’t want to hassle with complex set ups in order to take photos or videos. It offers a 3 inch LCD screen for viewing. The reason that the images look so great is that three are taken at a time. Then they are merged to create one that is outstanding.

The Pentax K-x does have some noise, but nothing excessive. One of the biggest let downs though are the lithium AA batteries it uses. If you are taking videos often, they could be dead in as little as 24 hours. Always make sure you have an extra pack of unopened batteries with you just in case you need them.

Sony, DSC-W330

The Sony DSC-W330 makes a great first digital camera. It is a point and shoot model, and it retains for about $150. It is a great option for teens too when parents don’t want to spend a fortune on a digital camera for them to use. This is also a great model for someone that seldom has a use for a camera, but wants one around for when such moments materialize.

This digital camera offers a 3 inch LCD screen and a wide angle lens that is 26 mm equivalent. It is also very simple to use thanks to the auto settings. This is a compact digital camera that offers you decent photos and videos. It also offers 14 megapixels.

The Sony DSC-W330 is worth what you will pay for it, but there are limited features. This isn’t the most exciting digital camera out there, but it gets the job done. You do want to be careful using it in low lighting conditions as your images may have dark shadows in them. 

Some Further Options to Consider
I also want to share with you some of the other great options you have out there right now for digital cameras. If you aren’t sure where to start looking, then perhaps one of the cameras on this list will really capture your attention. They have all proven to be exceptional in overall value.

Casio Exilim EX-ZR100
Cost - $300

This is a digital camera that offers exceptional speed. It also has one of the longest battery life spans that you will find. This is what definitely makes it a great option if you are someone that tends to use your digital camera often. 
Canon Powershot SD4000 IS

Cost - $305

This is a very impressive compact camera. It really has been one that many consumers are quite happy with. The quality of the images it creates as well as the lens options makes it one that many people use to get as close to professional quality images as they can for a low cost digital camera. 
Nikon Coolpix P500

Cost - $275

This digital camera offers a 36x optical zoom. It is a very flexible and versatile digital camera. Many consumers love the slender element of it and the fact that it takes shots very quickly. If you are often on the go and like to have a good camera with you, this is a sound investment. This digital camera is also offered in lots of great colors. 

Samsung SH100

Cost - $200

This is a great digital camera if you are interested in wireless sharing and the advanced remote control options. This is a common digital camera that is popular with the younger generations. Many older individuals find the lack of manual controls limits their use of it though to some degree.
Chapter 14

Conclusion

There is no denying that technology has come a long way in many aspects of our daily life. One of them has to do with digital cameras. You now have information about the two types – point and shoot and SLR models of digital cameras. You also have information to help guide you through the process of getting one that is perfect for your needs.

The reason that there are so many brands and models of digital cameras out there is to appeal to the masses. There isn’t a one size fits all digital camera so don’t feel that you are going to make the wrong choice. If you have taken the various elements outlined here into consideration, you will be armed with quality material that can ensure a happy return on your investment.

As you carefully look at your own budget for a digital camera keep in mind that the price doesn’t always reflect the value. Just because a digital camera is expensive doesn’t mean it is better. There are many low and moderately priced digital cameras that perform exceptionally well.

Now that you have a good understanding of what various terms mean, you won’t be trying to learn a foreign language as you shop for digital cameras. You will also be able to get past those clever marketing efforts of many manufacturers. Remember, just because a digital camera has higher megapixels, it isn’t necessarily a better camera overall.

One of the elements you should look at with any digital camera is the warranty offered. Most brands offer at least a one year warranty. You don’t want to settle for less than that. Keep in mind that if you buy a used digital camera you may have to forego any such warranty.

There are times when any warranty that is remaining may be carried over so it is worth looking into. Make sure you read all the terms and conditions of any such warranty. That way you will know exactly what is covered and what isn’t.

I strongly suggest that you invest in a sturdy carrying case for your new digital camera. When you aren’t using it, put it in the case. This will help to prevent any scratches or damages from occurring. You will find plenty of carrying cases for any brand of digital camera you invest in.

Taking photos and videos with a digital camera is a wonderful experience. With the right camera, you will be able to control the outcome of how those images are collected. Life goes by so much faster than we think. Being able to reflect back on those memories and to share them with others is a value that you simply can’t ever put a price tag on.
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